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BENJAMIN BENSCHNEIDER

IN THE LIVING ROOM, a Louis XV-style French marble fireplace surround replaces the simpler wood-

trimmed original. Above it is “Bird & Mountain,” a 1943 painting by Morris Graves. On the left wall is Guy
Anderson’s 1980 “Around the New Born.” William Slater’s colorful 2005 work, “Vase,” is visible through
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the doorway.

MEDITERRANEAN

REVIVAL

THE SEATTLE TIMES

OHN AND DIAHANN
BRASETH spent 11 years
improving their Georgian
Colonial home. But when-
ever they passed by a Medi-
terranean Revival perched
on a nearby hillside over-
looking Lake Washington,
their hearts beat a bit faster.

For them it was a myste-
rious house. Drawn shades
and blacked-out windows
meant no one could see in.
Finally, in 2003, for-sale
signs went up. “All these

people had gone to see it
and encouraged me,” John
recalls. “But I didn't want to
go see it. [t would break my
heart to know how beauti-
ful it was and also know
that we couldn’t afford it.”
By the fall, when the house
was still on the market, he
called the agent.

“Naively, after a 15-minute
first-time tour of the home,
we knew it was ours. I just
looked at my wife and we
both nodded.” Despite a year
of renovation that is far from
over, they have no regrets.

The house was built for
Roy Corbett, a local Cadillac
dealer, in 1926 and designed
by the respected local firm
of Schack Young & Myers.

Continued on page 22 >
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Old walls came_ down, new finjshes went up,
and integrity was restored
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Celebrating 39 years
with great savings on
antique and contempory
home furnishings

| Antiques ® Fine Furniture
? Art » And Much More

BELLEVUE 10217 Main Street - 425-462-4008
SEATTLE 519 6th Ave South 206-748-7889

Intemational Antique and Art Importers, Inc. ®
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Continued from page 20

In 1938 the house came into
the national spotlight when
John Boettiger, publisher of the
Seattle Post-Intelligencer, and
his wife, Anna Roosevelt Boet-
tiger, an editor there, moved in
with two children, Curtis and
Eleanor, from her former mar-
riage. Their son, John Jr., was
born in 1939. While no “Franklin
and Eleanor slept here” plaques
are on display, the proud grand-
parents, Franklin D. and Eleanor
Roosevelt, did visit often.

The Boettigers had Secret Ser-
vice people living here, primar-
ily to protect the children from
kidnapping. The floor plan of the
house was ideally suited for this.
Off a central hallway was a study,
music room, living and dining
room, kitchen and breakfast
room. But the Corbetts, expect-
ing that their daughter would
live with them in her own quar-
ters, had asked their architect
to provide for turning the house
into a duplex. A side entrance led
to a foyer and what the architects
labeled staff living room, kitchen
and dining. On either end of the
central hall were nearly identical

Continued on page 24 >

REFLECTING EACH OTHER at either end of
the main hall, the east and west stairs share
the same design vocabulary of ornamental
iron newel posts and balusters. The painting
on the right is “Confrontation at the Bridge”
by Jacob Lawrence.

A lesson in honoring original elegance

JOHN AND DIAHANN BRASETH say the biggest challenge they faced in
remodeling this home was how to bring it into the 21st century and still
preserve its original architectural formality and elegance. “We have a
serious sense of stewardship when it comes to this kind of home,” John
Braseth says. Joe Schneider was the architect in charge of the project. T
interior had oak flooring, mahogany doors, rope-trimmed plaster arche
and beautiful wrought-iron railings and newel posts. The work include
refinishing the doors, replicating plaster moldings in wood for rooms tt
did net have moldings, and building traditional enclosures for bare rad
tors. Other changes:

* Hallway partitions were demolished to make what had been two separ
bhouses one again.

* Two plywood bookcases on either side of the living-room fireplace and
wall behind them were taken out to create two arched doorways that cc
nect the living and music rooms.

* Rough-laid plaster walls were smoothed and trim molding applied to tl
living room to give it a more formal ambience.
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All kinds of frames
for all kinds of dads.

30% off readymade wall frames
May 20-June 5 e Frame photos, artwork or sports
memorabilia for a quick, affordable and personal gift all
dads are sure to love. And don't forget new grads!
Readymade frames are a great solution for diplomas,images
from campus (that we can order for you) and more.

quality

FRAMING

www.mgqf.com

154 K51 30%

custom framing diploma framing
Vaid on new custom framing  * Present coupon at time of
orders, not on work in % T 4 order.Valid on readymade or
progress. Cannot be Ll

combined with other offers.

Expires &/1 1705, [TSSTPM]

THE UNBEATABLE
GUARANTEE

DESIGN * WORKMANSHIP * LOW PRICE
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THE KITCHEN combines traditional painted wood cabinets with white marble counters.
It opens ta the arch-windowed breakfast room.

Continued from page 22

staircases with ornamental
balusters leading to a sec-
ond-floor hall with connect-
ing bedrooms, dressing and
sitting rooms, and baths. It
didn’t take long before walls
were put up separating the
two sides of the house.

With the nation at war,
the Roosevelts moved back
to Washington, D.C,, selling
the house in 1941 to A.W.
and Genevieve Brindle, who
owned it until 2002.

The Braseths have fur-
nished the living, dining
and breakfast rooms with
mid-19th-century European
pieces. They also display
the work of Northwest == = -
artists, including William A STONE SINK adds a maodern touch to the main-floo
Ivey, Morris Graves and Guy powder room while tile from Ann Sacks reflects the

Anderson. “People assume period of the home.
that because I'm a contem-
porary art dealer I'd have a
contemporary home,” John
says. “But that’s not what
I'd want.”
John has made the study
his home office; across the
hall, Diahann’s library was
Continued on page 26 >




THE EXTERIOR
is little changed
from the way it
looked when it
was completed. [

The red-tiled roof |
is the original
from 1926.

"FOUR SEASONS |

BESUNROOMS

~ Keith Sitzman Enterprises Inc.

| ™ sunsmas

A b » o]
GREATROOMS _

1407 132nd Ave_ NE #7, Bellevue
425-454-4336 - www.sun-spaces.com
Independent!y Owned & Operated

 Lic# KEITHSE963RA

Add Space, Natural Light and Value to your Home.
YOU'LL GET OVER 145% RETURN BY ADDING A SUNROOM

* Visit our showroom
(Free Estimates)

* 26 Years in busméss
* 20 Yr. Mfg. Warranty
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Continued from page 24

shaped from the former staff kitchen and dining room.

But the most dramatic change has been in the former
kitchen and breakfast room. Doors between the hall, kitchen,
breakfast and dining rooms were pulled out, along with walls
and cabinetry, to make the kitchen feel more a part of the
house. White marble counters and sinks make for clean, ele-
gant lines. But the floor is really the focal point. The pattern
was computer generated, then laid in black-and-white stone
in a Greco-Roman pattern.

While the entire project was complicated, the good will
between contractor Kevin Price of JAS Design Build and
the clients had already been estabhshed in remodehng the
couple’s former house.

“Qur contractor is not the standard builder,” Braseth says.
“He employs architects, artists and other master craftsmen
from many disciplines. We consider him a restorer because
he has one foot firmly rooted in the past and the other in the
future, which frankly sums up our philosophy of living.” @

Lawrence Kreisman is program director of Historic Seattle. Benjamin Ben-
schneider is a Pacific Northwest magasine staff photographer.

Tea and Tour

HISTORIC SEATTLE
welcomes members

and guests to tour the
Corbett/Braseth resi-
dence from 1 to 4 p.m.,
Sunday, July 31, and
enjoy refreshments. Pre-
registration is required;
tickets are $20. Call 206-
622-6952. Proceeds sup-
port Historic Seattle’s
educational programs.

)

Only at Your Hunter Douglas Window Fashions Gallery

| This Summer...
Bring the Outdoors In

Stop in today
and visit the
{ Hunter Douglas |
| Window Fashions |
Gallery® for
custom window
| coverings that
| provide superior
: light control and
1 UV protection.

) } $ REBATE on Hunter Douglas E

) window fashion purchases from I
i $500-5999. Limit one per customer. |
i Expires June 1, 2005 :
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HunterDouglas
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425-821-2500

sundanceshutters.hdwfg.com

6602

11811 98th Avenue NE
Kirkland, WA 98034
£2004 Hunter Douglas Inc.

SRegistered trademark Hunter Douglas Inc. ™Trademark of Hunter Douglas Inc.

Do Shoes Get
Lost in Your
Own Closet?

Get Organized at Last!
From design to installation,
let us take Care of it all!

Visit our showroom or go online
and get organized for life.

2717 152nd Ave NE, Redmond
425.861.7772

www.closetstogo.com

BEDROOMS - KID'S ROOMS - OFFICES - WALLBEDS
KITCHEN PANTRIES - GARAGES AND MORE

Art &
Décor
From
the Far
Corners
of the
World.

- 10% |

discount off of |
first purchase |

distinctively [§

 Thick single slab tobles from exolic
fropical woods

+ Beautiful hand sculpted Asian
statuary

+ Anfique hand-carved teak benches,
daybeds, chests, and cabines
SlNGHA House

vowTown saceaso o Jribl art and unusual ethnographic

104 CENTRAL WAY "' ‘
-;2-3-759—9406 items thot create a striking décor
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Unveiling
the new
Singha
House
One-of-
a-Kind

Collection.
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Automatic Gates
Seatﬂe

Access Entry
Fences
Railings
[, (206) 794-0146 (405) szo 545; Special Discount |,
Toll free 30% off
188R00GATES - o i el
www.IronFireDesign.com 100% Satsfacion Guaranteed
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Where
eauty
meets Medicine

MESOTHERAPY
SpoT FAT REDUCTION

$/|5 ODEF area

ELMINATE SPIDER VEINS
$25Q0%

Cosmetic Laser Centers
1417 Fourth Ave #510
(206) 622-5300
Also Accepting Appointments at
Studio Donna Salon & Spa
2944 Colby Ave, Everett
(425) 258-4941
www.cosmeticlasercenters.biz






