KNOCKOUTS AND BUILT-INS MAKE
ROOM FOR MODERN LIVING WITH
PERIOD CHARM

LIGHTENING UP
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A complete remodel of the kitchen involved removing dark oak cabinetry, blue Formica counters and a drop ceiling, which added 3 to 4 feet to the room’s height. The new

kitchen is functional for a modern family yet has a traditional feel with Carrara-marble counters, Lacanche range and an antique factory fixture (that Barbara Herrington
found online) over the island.
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OTHER people saw dark oak cabinetry, blue Formica counters
and burgundy moldings, Barbara Herrington saw enormous leaded-

glass tulip-motif windows, streaming sunshine and an extra half lot.

The large 1907 home hadn’t been
worked on in decades, and Herrington
loved that so many period details
remained, and that previous improve-
ments, like a drop ceiling in the kitch-
en, were not permanent.

The Herringtons made an offer on
it the night they first saw it, and to
this day they meet people who were
mulling it over while the Herringtons
snapped up their home in Seattle’s
Capitol Hill neighbrhood.

Barbara and her husband, Doug,
had done a very simple renovation on

a previous home, and Barbara says the

A . | best lesson they learned after living
' 2 in that home for eight years was that
they should have “just bitten the bul-
= let” and renovated it the way they’d
really wanted to. They could have
enjoyed it while they lived there and
would have made their money back.

This time, Barbara began research-
ing and interviewing architects and
contractors right away. She’d been
referred to JAS Design Build by a
number of happy clients; she says
one look at the projects on their web-
site, www.jasdesignbuild.com, and she
knew they’d understand her vision:
To modernize the house and maxi-
mize the qualities that first attracted
her to it — the light, the space and the
lot — without losing any of the period
details or charm.

JAS managed to achieve an easy,
modern, circular flow by widening
doorways, moving walls just slightly
and adding built-ins. The Herringtons
got all the benefits of a great room
without losing the old-fashioned
appeal of having individual rooms.
New built-ins designed to look like
they’ve always been there delineate
space and provide generous storage.

By removing back stairs, they were
able to add a powder room and coat
closet. A door to the basement was
! also removed, and Doug suggested

l a small mudroom on the landing

below. The Herringtons’ three chil-
dren come in the side door, drop off
their muddy shoes, wet raincoats and
school books, leaving the front hall

neat and clean.
Once the drop ceiling in the kitch-
en was removed, even Barbara was
Continued on next page >

The exterior of thls classic Seattle foursquare-style home has hardly changed since it
was built in 1907. Even before they’d seen inside, the Herringtons were drawn to its
clean lines and simple details. The home was certainly built for a family, and in fact
there have always been lots of kids on the block.

'I’hat the dmmg room looks orlgmal is exactly why the Hemngtons chose JAS De51gn
Build for their project. The room is smaller than it was, the moldings are new to
match the living room, the window is larger, and all the built-ins were designed and
built by JAS. The light fixture is a custom design covered with Kraft paper from Har-
old’s in Wallingford.
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The old TV room was small and dark. JAS enlarged it by bumping out the back wall and taking a couple of feet from the dining room. The fireplace is positioned to block
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amazed at the difference. The
ceiling is 12 feet high, and light
streams in from the garden on
the south side of the house,
through the dining room and
family room and into the bright
kitchen.

The old powder room in
the corner of the kitchen was
removed, and in its place is a
sunny built-in eating area that
was one of Barbara’s priorities.
“We eat dinner here every night
together, often breakfast and
lunch, too. The kids do their
homework here, we do every-
thing here.” The family computer
lives a few feet away in the fam-
ily room, and a new gas fireplace
there makes Barbara smile. “The
kids come down, turn it on, and
wake up around it.”

On the second floor, two
bedrooms remain as they were.
The rest of the floor was recon-
figured to create a play area for
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the kids as well as a laundry
room and a master suite.

In the 1940s, boarders lived
on the third floor. The Her-
ringtons removed a door at the
bottom of the stairs, and today
their eldest daughter enjoys
an airy room tucked under the
eaves, sharing her bathroom
with her grandmother when
she comes to stay in her own
cozy room across the hall.

Kim Clements of JAS Design
Build notes that the Her-
ringtons’ goal was to maintain
the integrity of the old house
while adapting it to a mod-
ern pattern of living. While
the result is “not completely
historically accurate,” says
Clements, “it feels right, and
believable.”

Leora Y. Bloom writes about beautiful
homes in and around Seattle. Benja-
min Benschneider is a Pacific North-

west magazine staff photographer.

the view of the apartment building behind them, but it is surrounded with windows for light.

A dangerous old sun porch with a tar-paper floor and leaking windows was enclosed and
rebuilt to create a sitting area in the master bedroom. Walls of windows and beadboard are
reminiscent of the old space, but now it’s useful and charming.




